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Extra information from staff


What is a National Park?
A National Park is a large area of beautiful and wild countryside which is specially protected by law. The Lake District National Park Authority is a local government body which has two purposes
• to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the Lake District;
• to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the National Park.
and a duty:
• to foster the economic and social well-being of local communities within the National Park.
National Parks are busy with visitors who come to enjoy the spectacular landscapes. People also live and work in National Parks. This makes them different from theme parks and country parks which are set up simply for visitors to enjoy. 
There are eleven National Parks in Great Britain, eight in England and three in Wales
The Lake District National Park
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The Lake District National Park is in the North West of England, in the county of Cumbria. It has mountains, moors and woodland as well as lakes and a windswept coastline. The table opposite gives the names of some of the highest mountains and deepest lakes.
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Who owns the Lake District ?
The land in the National Park is owned by lots of different people. The Lake District is the largest of the eleven National Parks and covers 2,292km2 in area.
Why do people enjoy the landscape?
About 12 million people visit the Lake District every year.
A survey in 1994 asked visitors to say what aspects of the Lake District National Park were very important to them. The table shows their answers. Each answer is given as a percentage, e.g. 85% of all the people asked felt that the scenery was very important. 70% thought that clean air was very important.
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Conservation
Many organisations help protect Lake District habitats. These include the National Trust, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and Cumbria Wildlife Trust. The Lake District National Park Authority (LDNPA) works closely with these people to monitor important habitats and decide how areas need protecting. One of the LDNPA’s most important roles in conservation is to have very strict rules to control developments. If leisure parks, shopping centres, etc. were built this would not only destroy the immediate surroundings but would also bring in more tourists to disturb wildlife.
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Tourism

Tourism is very important to the Lake District and has a significant impact on the local economy. There is, however, a degree of concern about the capacity of the Lake District to absorb more and more tourist related development. The management of the increasing number of visitors, in ways which maintain the special qualities of the National Park, requires close attention.
In Cumbria as a whole it is estimated that tourism supports approximately 42,000 jobs or some 17% of the workforce. Within the National Park this is considerably higher, for example, approximately 50% of the workforce in both the Windermere and Keswick travel-to-work-areas is employed in hotels, catering and the distribution trade (compared to about 6% nationally). In addition to direct employment, tourism supports local services, for example, the bus and rail network, village shops and public houses.
The policies in the National Park Local Plan seek to provide a framework within which tourism can develop in a manner which promotes the quiet public enjoyment of the National Park and supports the local economy. Policies PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=steam train in Victorian station"


must also safeguard the natural beauty and wildlife of the area on which the health of the tourism industry ultimately depends.
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The two objectives need not conflict and a number of joint initiatives have been developed particularly in the area of traffic management and on tourism and conservation. In circumstances where conflicts cannot be reconciled, the government policy is that the protection of the Park’s natural beauty should prevail.
The policies that control the development of tourism within the National Park are set out fully in the National Park Local Plan which considers all levels of accommodation and visitor provision. Policies for managing the Lake District and the sheer number of visitors are set out in the Lake District National Park Management Plan.

Extracts from the All Parks Visitor Survey 1994
In 1994 the Lake District National Park took part in a nation-wide survey of all the National Parks in England and Wales. Between the months of March and November, 3,941 people were asked about their recreational visit to the Lake District National Park.

Visitors were questioned during roadside surveys at the main exit points from the area and at 12 varied sites within the Park.
The survey estimated that at least 16.9 million recreational visitor days were spent in the Lake District National Park in 1994.
If the survey is used with traffic surveys and accommodation occupancy rates, it is believed that the National Park really recorded 22 million visitor days in 1994.
Conclusions drawn from the Survey
The survey contains a number of findings which suggest that visitors are well in tune with the special qualities of the Lake District National Park. The quality of the landscape and scenery is the reason why most visitors come to the Lake District and is the factor most important to their visit.
The high level of repeat visits to the Park (80% of all visitors), both day visitors and holidaymakers, has major implications for information delivery and interpretation. Changing interpretation displays frequently, both inside Information Centres and at Information Points throughout the National Park, could be one way of maintaining the interest of repeat visitors.
To prevent environmental degradation, there must be recognition that there are limits to the numbers of people and cars that areas can hold. In the Lake District one in four visitors indicated that overcrowding spoilt their visit. Traffic congestion inside and outside the National Park was a problem. This is an argument for promoting opportunities for reaching the National Park by public transport and developing integrated transport policies.
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The survey also highlighted the importance of visitor spending to the local economy. One opportunity to increase this would be to encourage more visitors to stay within the National Park, rather than coming on day visits from home. Staying visitors spend significantly more per day than those on day visits, irrespective of the contribution to the accommodation establishments themselves. The highest component of visitor expenditure is shopping. Further extensive retail outlets are unlikely in the National Park, however, working with local producers to promote crafts and foods unique to the area should ensure a higher proportion of visitor spending benefiting the local community.
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Sustainable Tourism - the practical approach
The Lake District Tourism and Conservation Partnership Ltd, originally established in 1993, is a joint venture between public and private sector organisations: CTB, the Lake District National Park Authority and The National Trust work alongside representatives from the Derwentwater Hotel, English Lakes Hotels Ltd., ‘Heart of the Lakes’ and ‘Cottage Life’, ‘Lake Lovers’, Langdale Leisure Ltd. and the South Lakeland Tourism Partnership. They recognise that the environment is the mainstay of Cumbria’s tourism industry and that both the industry and visitors have a part to play in safeguarding the future of the landscape. Its main aims are: to encourage the tourism industry, other businesses and visitors to work together with conservation groups to protect the Lake District landscape, particularly the area of the National Park; to raise money to finance practical conservation projects; to demonstrate that tourism and conservation can be mutually supportive; and to raise awareness amongst visitors of the need to protect the environment. Through numerous projects it has already succeeded in harnessing support from businesses and visitors.
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