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extra notes from staff


Welcome to the Lake District National Park 
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Introduction
It is patently clear that the quality of landscape and grandeur of scenery of the Lake District was the major factor in bringing about a system of statutory protection and recognition of this north western corner of England. 
The Lake District National Park was created under the provisions of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and came into being on the 15 August 1951. The present National Park Authority was set up under the Environment Act 1995 and took over the running of the Park in April 1997.
Covering 880 square miles, the Lake District National Park is the largest, most spectacular and most visited of Britain's 11 National Parks.

The evolution of National Parks dates back to the classical poets - Wordsworth, Coleridge and Southey, and later Ruskin - all of whom devoted considerable energy to literary descriptions of, in particular, the Lake District. Wordsworth, who lived in Grasmere, has been credited with originating the concept. He referred to the Lake District as a "sort of national property in which every man has a right and interest who has an eye to perceive and a heart to enjoy". 
The boundary of the Lake District National Park, which encloses one third of the County of Cumbria and extends from Caldbeck in the north to Lindale in the south, from Ravenglass in the west to Shap in the east, has not changed since 1951. It was recommended to Government in the Hobhouse Report of 1946. 

WHAT MAKES THE LAKE DISTRICT SO VERY SPECIAL?
The legislation setting out the purposes of National Parks refers to the enjoyment and understanding of the special qualities of the National Parks. We must be clear about the special qualities of the Lake District so that we give them the highest protection possible. If compromises have to be reached, then we must avoid undermining them because it is the special qualities that give the area its distinctiveness and together underpin its designation as a National Park. 
They are:

PRIVATE
THE COMBINATION OF SPECTACULAR NATURAL FEATURES AND FARMED LANDSCAPES 


PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=fres.jpg (7062 bytes)"
The imposing landforms of the fells and valleys are overlaid by the evidence of thousands of years of man’s activities, particularly the pattern of fields and farmsteads and the extensive upland grazings. The Lake District is not a wilderness, but many semi-natural habitats occur.

PRIVATE
THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR QUIET ENJOYMENT


The National Park provides space and a sense of freedom and tranquillity. It is these characteristics which provide opportunities for spiritual refreshment and release from the pressures of urban living; vital components of the concept of quiet enjoyment.
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PRIVATE
THE DIVERSITY OF LANDSCAPE 
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The landscape varies enormously from coast to fell top, and from one valley to another. It is a landscape that has changed relatively slowly and which retains links with the past. The different relationships between lakes and woodlands, the contrasts between the fells and other farmland, and the range of settlements give each area an individual character that contributes to the quality of the National Park as a whole. 

PRIVATE

THE WEALTH OF WILDLIFE


The varied geology and land-use history, coupled with the range of altitude and oceanic climate, have created a diverse range of habitats including areas of international importance. The rock, scree and heath of the fells, extensive semi-natural woodlands, open water and wetlands, coastal dunes and limestone pavements support a remarkable diversity of animals and plants. 
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PRIVATE
THE OPEN NATURE OF THE FELLS 
AND THE FREEDOM TO ENJOY THEM
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The relatively wild character and general lack of obvious modern developments on the fells is a fundamental part of the Lake District scene. The opportunity to walk at will across them, or climb their crags, without restraint or hindrance bestows a sense of freedom and discovery, offering personal challenges to some and impressive open views to all. The legislation setting out the purposes of National Parks refers to the enjoyment and understanding of the special qualities of the National Parks. We must be clear about the special qualities of the Lake District, so that we give them the highest protection possible. If compromises have to be reached, then we must avoid undermining them because it is the special qualities that give the area its distinctiveness and together underpin its designation as a National Park. 

PRIVATE

THE LAKES, TARNS AND RIVERS 


The amount and variety of open water, ranging in scale from small upland tarns to the larger lakes, and the many rivers, contribute a great deal to the identity, wildlife and public enjoyment of the Lake District. Enhanced by pastoral, wooded and mountainous settings, they give the Lake District a quality of scenery not found elsewhere in the country. 
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PRIVATE

THE SEMI-NATURAL WOODLANDS 
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The semi-natural woodlands which add texture, colour and variety to the Lake District’s landscapes consist of predominantly native broadleaved species, and contribute an enormous amount to the native flora and fauna and the scenic beauty of the National Park. Extensive valley side woods define much of the character of the landscape of several valleys. 

PRIVATE

THE CHARACTER OF SETTLEMENTS


The simple architecture of traditional vernacular buildings and the more formal villas and terraces, which reflect the wealth and confidence of the Victorian period, and the development of tourism are significant influences on the character of the area. Local building materials, amongst which the different types of slate predominate, are a common link between these contrasting styles. Traditional finishes such as lime wash, and use of sandstone, granite and limestone, often for building details, add variety and interest. Each town, village and hamlet has distinctive combinations of buildings, open spaces, and important features which are worthy of particular consideration. 
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PRIVATE

THE WIDE RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 
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The mountainous terrain, extensive woodlands and large lakes, the long tradition of allowing access together with public rights provide scope for many outdoor activities. Most of these, carried out responsibly, are compatible with environmental protection and pose no difficulties to local communities and other users. 

PRIVATE

THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ROOTS 
AND RICH LEGACY OF THE PAST 


Rural life in the Lake District in recent centuries has been based on agriculture, mining, quarrying and woodland industries, but the landscape also reflects a much longer history of settlement. Prehistoric and medieval field systems can still be traced as can nationally important archaeological monuments.The continuing strong association of the area with upland farming in particular underpins local identity, dialect and events such as the valley shows. Literary and artistic movements have been inspired by the Lake District, and it was also at the forefront of many of the campaigns which eventually led to the designation of National Parks in England and Wales. 


